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MAMA 
From Mary to Merkel 
12 March–3 August 2025 

 
Whether exclaimed joyfully, grumbled, uttered quickly or drawn out 
slowly, the word MAMA immediately conjures a sound in everyone’s 
ears. The exhibition at the Kunstpalast is dedicated to the manifold ideas 
of what it means to have, become or be a mother. The focus is on the 
societal expectations that have always influenced motherhood and are 
reflected in art, culture and everyday life. In addition to painting, 
sculpture, video installations and photography, the exhibition also 
includes everyday objects, music and advertising images. The 
approximately 120 works from the fourteenth century to the present day 
create a panorama that involves everyone – including fathers and those 
without children of their own.  
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